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By SGT. DARYL G. SANFORD, USMC

USMC photos courtesy Col. Dave Willis (Ret.)
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For more than rwo hours, the Marine
sergeant fired his trusty Springfield '03 rifle.
Alter each shot, he dug into the chamber of his
boltaction rifle to carefully remave the spent
cartridge mnd Lay it along side the previous one,
Shot after shot, his rounds impacted in the
black. Soon, the linge of brass scemed o stretch
on forever, and he was running out of rounds,
Hix pace seemed to buckle after his 1:19th shot.,.
where it just grazed the black. But he endured.

After looking through the spotting scope Lo
check his 200th shor, he turned o his team cap-
in. “Should T continue?” he asked. “Do as you
please about ic” was the response. Deciding he
had enough. the Marine packed up his earand
bucked oft the firing line. To this day, his record
for the most continuous rounds in the black
bulls-¢cye remains unbroken.
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As this issue goes to press,the current Marine Corps
Rifle and Pistol Tewms will be on the tiring line at Camyp
Perry. This vear marks 1 new century in Marine shoot-
ing history, as they celebrate 100 vears of marksmian-
ship competition Their presence at the marchesisboth
awe-inspiring aad intinndating to the other military
and civilian teams participating The Marines,of course,
hive carned that place on the pedeseal alter vears of
competition and setting records: But, the Marines
weren' e always the force o be reckoned with on the

(the Corps” enlist-
¢d strengeh at the
ume was 5,500y
o ccetuen from
world-widde
deployments wand
cxpeditionary
Lluly ab Guanm, the
Philippines, Cuba

and China, and

[iring line. ; :

The Corps established its competitive shooting program
at the cdawn of the last century, Brigadier General
Commandant Charles Heywood had a desive (o enter 1 team
of Marines atthe New Jersey Stare Rifle Association Matches
ar Sea Girl, NT, but due (o world-wide commitments, he
wias unable to form the ream. By 1901. the international
situation hecame sufficiently stable o allow the Mirines,

SSUSA = August 2001

assepible a team.

Heywood appointed Maj. Charles FL Lauchheimer to the
position of Inspector of Target Practice, and assembled a
team ar the newly-consteucted rifle rnge at Annapolis, MD,

Although not a competitive shooter himsell,
Lauchheimer became obsessed with the same desire to
have the Corps associated with competitive marksniun-
ship. He had two reasons for the program.
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mirksmunship requalifi-

Ficst, the Corps'weak

ciation scocey indicarcd
changes were sorely
needed in the (weaining
prograom, Cyrrentmarks-
manship mstruction it
the time considered the
tifle maore of 2 defensive
tool, rather than some-
thing used Lo ¢npage
targers at long range.
Lauchheimer wanted to
develop the skills of

Ready on the lcfi. First L1
Jagnus H. Liberatore gives
the signal 1o the ficng lne
chief thar all is ready on
his section of the line.
These Murines were Irom a
special detacknent drawn
o supporl the slipale ot
the 1956 national matches.
wilde, thick muostache, His
name was 2nd Lr. Thomas
Halcomb_Jr,

Holcomb had entered
the Marine Corps the pres
vious year and aside from

those Marines who
underseood the fundamentals of marks-
manship andl. in turn, have them pass on
that knowledge to other Marines,

Another benefit o raising a mational-
level team was recruiting, Lauchheimer
thought that Marines involved in. com-
peritive shooting progeam would pro-
vide positive publicity and improve
recruiting effors.

THE FixsT TEAM

The Corps’ first shooting team assem-
bled ac the rille range in Annapolis on Jul.
20, 1901 Its members came [rom posts
and stations lony the eastern scaboard.
Soon, the Marines were firing their
MI1896 Keag rifles at 200, 300 and 600
yards, Despite the ream'’s lack of com-
petitive expericnce, the organizers
began by cutting the "impossible”
Marincs from the tcam. The majority of
those who remiined were matare men,
with years of experience. One exceptlion
was i1 young, ¢leanshaven Marine who,
unlike his counterparts, didn’t sport a

a little shoteun action, he
had oo experience with competitive
shooting, During his first year in the
Corps, his assignment in Newport, R,
brought him under the expert mrclage
of Sge.Joseph Barkley, who held the high-
est marksmanship classification: sharp-
shooter. Both were ordered to Annapolis
to try out for the team and both were
scelected, Severdl other wellrespected
marksmen were also on the team, includ-
ing the senior secgeant major in the
Marine Cocps, Sgt./Maj. Thomas EHayes.
who served as the prinuivy instructorand
Pyt James Markey.

SEeA Girt, MEw
JERSEY, 1901
The fledgling team  /
pracriced h:ll‘el}f B
month before they
made theirfirst trip o
the matches at Sea |
Girt. On Aupusr 22, [
1901, the Marines |
arrived at the range,
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ser up theie teats and cealized chey were
in over their heads, The Marines quickly
dropped what they thought they knew
about marksmanship when they saw the
skUlfvlly functioning state teams,

Because no one on the Marine team
had ever compeied before, many of the
rudimentary skills had 1o be learned ar
Sei Girt. Stte National Guad teams hid
o show the Marines the proper way o
prepure and use (he sling and o adapt Lo
the“creep.orinconsistency.of their Krag
trlggers, When it was found thar the
Marines bad only the indecurate, two-
yeiar-old povernment-issucd ammuni-
rion, the Guardsmen gave them some of
their carefully produced hundloads,

Even with all chis assistance, the
Marines didua't place well at the compe-
tition. The Hilcon March, the only one the
team enrered, called for a 12-man tean
(o fire seven rounds slow Live at 200,500
and 600 yards. Although they did well ac
the short tanges, the combinaton of pres-
sure and the change in ammunition
ciused them o shoot a lower score at
the 600 then they did in practice.

Fipst Vicrony
Tewasn't vaeil 10 years later
that the Marine Corps team
v hada chance for their liest
" team vicrory. They had
W won several individual
v clullenges—Holcomb

“

In i923, Szl Eidgar ).
Doyle 5¢t the Swiss
Maich record ol 200
sitols from 500 yards
mto the buliseye,
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inished owo paings abend of the neaeese
compeditor in the Palma Maweh in 1902,
shooting a 199 out of g possihle 225, But
Ly 1911, the marksmen were hungey for
the team rrophy.

The Marine ritle team had hecome
like a4 well-oiled muchine. To stimulate
more interest in competition shooting,
then-Brig. Gen. Commandant George B
Elliot estiblished the Distinguished
Marksman program in 1908 The program
is much like it is todiy, with the excep-
ting of the medals, Then. the top 10 per-
cent of the shooters received “leg”
medals, and thrée were required to earn
the distinguished marcksman badge.
Taday, the value of the medal, from
wold, silver and bronze, dimin- -~
ishes, and it could take from
three 1o six medals to un;.
up 30 points in order o !
receive the honor

Recause the  fiest 1
Marines were classified \
distinguislicd retroactive-

Iv; it is difficult to state who

wis the first. Four Marines had

earned enough medals o wear the
badpe by 1905 John MeP Ketcham.
Henry Baptist. Ollie N. Schriver and
James Markey,

The coach for the 1911 team was
Capt. Douglas €. McDougal, who had
heen shooting since he received his fiest
rifle,a, 22-calibernat theage ofnine While
at Camp Peery, MeDougal began to add a
few strange customs to the ecam’s prac

tices, Fiest,
McDougal

1
| believed that

Caplaln Deuglas C.
MeDougal Jead the 1911
1eam Lo victory with
“mlripge practice:s."”
starting with a cold
rille would linder the
Marine's chances,
After searching the
grounds. the team
found an uld cisween, 3
into which they fired st.vu‘.al mum.h
Before cich mateh. A second routine

would e to place a cork in the breach of

the rifle and pour immonia inco the bue-
rel, cap the muzzle and shake the solvent
Pack and fourth, Five minutes Jater, the
Marines would pour our the ammo-
nii, which had tuened green from
1 4 - It oy B
N\ the copper ljuhnil,.:-.
F};. Lol 1939, the Miagine Cops
ﬁi \ Herrick Trophy Team sel a
i4 1 new record score of 800 oul
Ig fl of o pnk-.;hl(, SO0 fragp the
i/ 1.000-yerd line. Cach Mavine
¥ /- Fved 20 shats with iron sights
into the black and rac
total of 123 shots in the V-ring.
But, those strange practices

seemed to work At the end of the first -

day s living, the Murine tean was in fourth
place and 23 points hehind the Anmy's
Infantey team. The second day of the
match, the competitors cneered the skire
mish. knowing their scores would be
keptsecret until each ol the 42 veams had
finished firing, Finallyas the scorerwiole
the lctters “U™ and "5 on the hoaed che
crowd knew that i ecgular service ream
had won. During the suspenselnl
moment. Al eves were on the board to

see if the next letter would be an*N” or

"IV As the scorer wrale
out tie "M the Marines
hewan to cheer. The
Marines had broken
record when they won
the event, liring the
Righest skivoish ¢ (0857
[200) ever tecorded.
Winuing the 1911
nuateh was just the Hest
of many. lhu Marines continued nntil
they were foreed to temporarily set aside
their competitive shooting for the Firs
World W,

The effectivencss of the Marine Corps
Marksmanship progeam was pul 1a the
test at the onset of World War L' The ques-
tion on the minds of the competitors wis
whether the competition (ruining in
peicetime would pay off in combat,
Annual qu:l]iﬁc:ttion scores were steadis
Iy increasing, but that could be Jue ro the
miarksmanship instructors standing
directly hehind them,coaching them into
the black. 1t would be different firing at 4
living, moving. cnenty soldicr.

The Marines soon proved thacthe new
marksmanship program worked. Foreign
ofticers were anuzed Gt Marines were
taking umein the heat of bartles in France
to change thele sights. 1 proved how
deeply ingrained the mstructions of their
rifle conches were.

Prszon CompeitmioN
The Marines returned (o compelition
in 19213 and proved they badn't =kipped
4 beat. The vear 1920 proved hiterswect
forthe ream. Both the Army’s Infantey and
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inued from page 235,

Ny teams edeed our the Marines for
the first two places, but they vin-
dicated themselves by sweep- .~
ing the pistol matches.

The leader of the match-
s was 1st/Sge. John M.
Thomas,a former cavalry-
man and expert with the |/
.45-caliber pistol. He |
won  the  National
Individual Pistol Match |
wilh a score of 279 out
of 300. But more signifi- |
ciant was the fact he |
competed '.l:..;iim[ the
more accurate .22 pistols.
as the rules Lf.ldl‘lt specify N
the type of pistol to be used
in the macch

Just behind Thomas was
2nd/LeWilliam ] Whaling, who won his
first pistol match in 1919. Whaling,
Thomas and three other scasoned pistol
shooters swept the pistol competition—
including scoring 1330 points in the team
match—G0 points ahave the nexr team.
Thomas' 286 and Whaling's 282 led the
way for the Marine ream. That year,
Thomas and Whaling would also receive
the honor of receiving the Ffirst
Distinguished Pistol Shot awards.

RECCRD AFTER RECORD

Year after year, the Marines consis-
tently raised the bar ae the National Rifle
and Pistol Mutches. In 1921 competitors
saw the Marine ream break three records
in vnc day, a feat that bad been unheard
of. Tt was also the year that Whaling
received his thicd eifle medal ind became

che first Marine to become distinguished
with both firearms, Two years larcr,
Doyle would set another
. record with the longest
e\ string of conscoutive
: . \l:lullsr:-ye.s. In 1939, the

{ Marine team shoot-

M| ing the Herrick

| mateh focused on

,' beating the previous

year's winning score

of 797(122V). In the

--/ Herrick match, an
cight-man teant was

/ allowed to fire the 20
ﬂgr/) rounds cach at 1,000 yards
~ with any rifle that had iron
sl_t,luﬁ The fiest shooting reams of

the Cavalry and Infantry failed to keep al
shots in the black, but the Macines did.The

final Marine pair felt the pressure as they
approached on the firing line, Although

-~

Tiple-distinguished
shooter Capt, Bill
Mo Millan stands
ready to win again.

stressed with every shor, the final two

keptrhemin the black becoming the first,
and only, team ro score a perfect §00/300.
[n addition, they hit 123 of their shots in
the smaller V-ring.

On Sept. 2, 1958, Technical Sergeant
Michuel Pietroforte wrote his own page
in shooting history. Already a distin-
suished marksman, Pietroforte scored a
perfect 250/250 in the National Trophy
Individual Ritle Match at Camp Perry.

Known [or his international shooting
talents including x Gold Med:d for Rapid

or another, MeMillan held 10 pistol
records, and went after the grand auare-
grate score. The score of 2644, which was
setin 1950, would soon fall, McMillan bear
that record in 1957 by one point.only Lo
beat it again a month later by three more.
Still not content with that score,
McMillan shot a 2652 two months later in
the three-day South Pucific Regional
Championships.

MoRrE TO COME

During its first 100 years, the Marine
Corps Competitive Marksmanship pro-
aram has received many accoludes, From
a rocky beginning in 1901, evolved—in
the short span of 10 years—a winning
team.Alter that initial victory, the Marines
have maintained an almost heroic repurna-
tion with their reifles and pistols.
Regrettably, not every Marine is an excel-
Tent Leam shot or has the potential to be
national champion. But the majority of
Marines are capable combat marksmen, In
today’s matches, one out of every 10
Mirines continues to the next level of
competition. What happens to thar other
90 percent? They return Lo their units with
advanced knowledge of marksmanship
principles,which they can pass on to their
fellow Marines, In this way, the national
champions of today continue to affect
every Marine, from the rilleman training in
the hills of Marine Corps Base, Camp
Pendieton, to these afloat off the coust of
Australia with a Marine Expeditionary Unit
and even the Marine recruit handling @an
M16A2 service rifle for the very first time
Ak Parris Iskand, SC, or San Diego, CA. i)

Fire at the 1960 Olympic Games |
in Rome, triple-distinguished
Capt WilliamW McMillan won five
Lauchheimer Medals. At one time

¢e8ree
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This year may well be the “Year of the Slingshot,” when
some novice marksman topples the Goliaths of the
Marine Corps' shooting scene and takes home the gold.

Story by Tom Bartlett
Official USMC Phetos
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(ABOVE) The Lauchheimar Trophy
; symbolizes the “best thot in the
Marine Corps” and a replica is
given lo the Marine who shools
highes! with the rifle and pislol.
(BELOW) The Edson Trophy is
awarded following the East Coast
Pistol Matches.
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H{ his is it—1984, “The Year of the
7wkl Slingshot.”

Recalling history, David was coms
parable to a snuffy grunt. He was a boot,
untried and untested. A kid armed with a
slingshot.

Goliath, on the oth.r hand, was a
lifer—a veteran, Hé was combat tested
and hardened,

But David, although he might have
been scared, wasn't cowardly. He would
have been a good Marine. He stood his
ground, although Goliath was bigger and
more battle savvy,

You know the rest. David ¢l loose his
best shot, and Goliath was shipped home
in a4 body bag.

That's kind of carrving [984 to the ex-
remes, but this could be the year for
David all over again. Marine Corps rifle
shooters, those wearing the jozzy jackets
with the shooting patches all over them,
and carrying the onc-lensed binocular
and movie producer chairs, have had
their way for some time. Sure, They've
becn moving up to the firing line with
their match conditioned M-14s, and
they've been punching mimerous holes in
the black.

*'Newbies’ who haven't been around
shooting except for Lheir once-a-year re-
qualification firing haven't dared to
challenge the senior Marines with the
M-14s and jazzy shooling jackets. Many
of the new guys have never even seen an
M-14, much less fired one.

But 1984 is a new year, and it may well
be the "“Year of the Slingshot," when
some novice shooter topples the Goliaths
of the Marine Carps’ shooting seene and
takes home the gold.

You see, this year, ALL Marines will
be firing a comparatively “new” rifle.

That’s right. The rifle used in division -

competition will be the M-16A2,

So there it is. Both the “Davids™ and
the “Goliaths’ of the Marine Corps
shooling world will be facing similar dif-
ficulties. They will share the same prob-
lemis as to winduge, clevation anel trigger
squeeze. They will all be firing unfamiliar
weapons. They will all be on the sanw
level.

But the Marine Corpy’ “Goliaths ™ will
still have & lot going for them. They have
borne the temors and cribulations of
marksmanship compelirion; they know
how to pace themselves; how 1o eat and
sleep properly prior 1o the match, They
know how to exercise and calm tham-
selves down,

“David,"" oo the nther hang, wiil have
te learn by asking *“Galiath” to share his
knowledge (which miost do quite willing-
ly) or by suffering it out alone, cuold
turkay,

TEAHTRNECH & RIAK™ 1944
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" - navice Marine Corpe rifle shaoler, of fers

a great opporlynity, Who knows, maybe
a “David" or two will eurn some gold
and take a giant step (oward “*Distin-
puished’ and maybe even carn himsell
one of those jazry shooting jackers; one-
lensed binocular and a movie producer’s
chair! .

Although (he Marine Corps is in a
constant state of {lux, there arc some
crusty Matine veterans who still think of
shooters as ‘‘skaters.”” They consider
marksmanship to be a sport, and Lhey
look upon participants as ““jocks."*

When an announcement is made that a
division match is to be held locally, some
unit commanders are hesitant, or relues
tant, 10 permit their members to partici-
pate in competition, No unit commander
wants 10 “lose” a good Marine. The
“shooting season” may be from 1wo
weeks to six months long, depending on
the skill of the shooter,

From March 26th to the 30th, the Far
East Division Match will be held, That's
on Okinawa, From April 2-6, the Pacific
Division Maich is held at the Puuloa Ri-
fle Range, Hawaii, The Western Division
Match (Camp Pendleton, Calif.) is con-
ducted from April 8-13. The Eastern Di-
vision (Camp Lejeune, N.C.) Maich is
held April 16-20.

During these division matches, the
MI16A2 rifle will be used by all rifle com-
petitors,

The Marine Corps Matches will be
held May 14-18 at Camp Lejeune, N.C.,
and during these matches the M-14 will
be used,

Completion of the Marine Corps
Match does not necessarily end the
shooting season for the more proficient
rifle and pistol marksmen, There is also
the Camp Perry Matches (Ohio) and a
possibility of securing a berth on the
United States Olympic Team for com-
petition al Los Angeles, Calif.

*“The Marine Corps’ Competition in
Arms Program is explained in Marine
Corps  Bullerin 3391," said CWO-4
Gregory Connor, In addmcnn to serving
as a Marine Corps Range Officer (9925
MOS), he is also Officer in Charge of the
Marine Corps Rifle Team. He holds the
rifle record for an individual par-
Tcipating in the Pacific Division Match,
which he set in 1976. The gunner fired a
59243V,

“The bulletin directs that all large
units, such as divisions, air wings or
recruit depots, including large Reserve
units, will provide shoolers for the
various division marches."

Representalives of the Marksmanship
Training Unit provide a week-long ¢lass
on marksmanship instruction to all par-

LEATHENNECK » MARCH 1384

"McDOUGAL TRGPHY

ticipants prior to the division matches,
(See story, “"Marksmanship Training
Unit," in this issue),

“Our Marines provide four days of in-
struction, and then there’s a week of
practice while all shooters qualify with
either the rifle, pistol or both. Com-
petitors learn to coach during this in-
struction and many receive the 8531
Marksmanship Instructor’s MOS as a
secondary,” Connor continued,

Prior to the selection of shooters nam-
ed to compete in the various division
matches, intramural ¢competitons are
held as tryouts for various teams which
will represent their squadron, air group,
division, post or station.

There are no ““losers’ in division
match competition, Shooters learn and
become more proficient. One-sixth of the
top 10 percent of non-distinguished com-
petitors receive gold medals; one-third of
that ten percent receive a silver medal,
and the remaining top shooters receive a
bronze medal. Those medals have a point
value toward Distinguished, It takes a
total af 30 poirts to beeome Distinguish-
ed; a gold medal is worth 10 points; silver
is worth eight and bronze has a value of
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The original Lloyd and Shivaly Trophies
have disappedred. Duplicales are now
awarded. Anyone wilh inlormation con
cerning the ariginals is asked 1o con-
tael the Marksmanship Training Unit at
Quantico or Leathernack miagazine,

28
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SHOOTING AWARDS (cont.)

Winners of the various division mat-
ches with rifle and pistol receive the

- Seeretary of the Navy Trophy (a Rem-
ington 720 rifle). Winners also par-
ticipace in the Marine Corps Match.

There are many awards olffered to the
Corps' top rille and pistol shooters, but
the most prestigious of all, symbolic of
the “*best shot in the Marine Corps,”' is
the Lavchheimer Trophy. This huge
bronze traphy is awarded to the com-
petitor who attains highest aggregate
(combined) score of the Marine Corps
Rifle Match and the Marine Corps Pistol
Match, The winner takes home a gold
medal miiniatuce of the trophy. The se-
oond place shooter is presented a silver,
and the third place [inisher receives a
bronze.

The Lauchheimer Trophy was pre-
sented to the Marine Corps by the family
of the fate Adjutant and Inspector of the
Marine Corps, Brigadier General
Charles H. Lauchheimer, who captained
the (irst Marine team to enter rifle coin-
petition. Capt W. W. McMillan holds
the record in Lauchheimer competition
with an aggregate of 116Y set in 1959,

The McDougal Trophy, symbolic of
the best rifle shot in the Corps, is award-
ed to the highest scoring competitor in
the annual Marine Corps rille competis
tion. The larze silver trophy has the win-
per’s namy inscribed on it, and a gold
badgc i5 awarderd.

The trophy was originated and placed
in competition in 1947 by the family and
friends of the late LiCol David S,
MeDougal, who won both the Distin-
guished Marksman and Distinguished
Pistol badges and established an
outstanding record in rifle and pistol
compctition before being killed in action
an Okinawa during Worlel War [I. The
record-holding McDougal Trophy
shooler is Cpl J. L. Gracey, who shot a
507%56V in 1966,

CWO-3F, A, Higginson sel the Walsh
Trophy record in 1977 with a 386x24X.
The Walsh Trophy symbolizes the best
pistol shot in the Corps.

The tall, silver trophy has the winner's
name inscribed on it, and a gold badge is
awarded, The trophy is named in honor
of Col Walter R, Walsh, who was the
first Marine to become “‘Triple
Distinguished'” by winning the
Distinpuished Rifleman, Distinpuished
Pisto! Shot and the International
Distinguished Badge for his performance
with 1.5, teams in International Com-
petition.

At the conclusion of the Marine Corps

Pistol Mateh, both riflemen and pistol .

shooters conipete in the imter-division
matches. These are lwo separate mat-
ches, The rifle competition is o sik-msm

¢B8vCcEPEOL HINYHE 434 OH

event, with the squad representing the
hest six shots in that particular division.
The mistol mateh has Tour-man tcams.
Both events require firing the respective
Marine Corps compelilion course onue.

The Inter-Division Rifle Team Trophy
was won in 1966 by the Western Divi-
sion’s Gold Team with a score of 1781,
with 163 V's,

The Inter-Division Pistol Team
Trophy was won in 1978 by tlic Eastern
Division team with an 1137-39X.

The Fleer Marine Force Combar In-
fantry Trophy record was set in 1983 by
the Marine Corps Reeruil Depot, Parris
Island, S.C., tcam with a score of 1119,
This trophy is awarded to the winning
team of the Fleet Marine Force Combat
Infantry Match.

The maich is based on the Infantry
Trophy Matcl, which has been fired in
the National Matches since before World
War 1l, and was fired in the Marine
Corps Malches from 1960 to 1967, The
match was suspended due to the war in
Vietnam and was not reinstituted until
1977. The teum consists ol six shooling
members plus 4 team captain and team
coach, and simulates a rifle squad
employing rapid fire in a combat situa-
Lian.

Each division has its rifle and pistol
team malches thal are fired afler the in-
dividual matches. Each mutch has a
rrophy which is rerained in the oftice of
the commander ol the winning team unril
the following year. Euch liring member
and coach of the winning team receives a
gold medal.

A division rifle leam match is a four-
man tegm eveit with the service ritle.
Eligible competitors fire once over the
Marine Corps Match coursc.

Posts with a complement of less than
€00 compete for a separate award as part
ol the *“*Small Post Rifle Team
Maiches."
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Lhe division pistol team match is a
four-man teamn event, firing the service
pistol. Competitors fire once over the na-
donal match course. There are no small
unit awards in pistol team comperition.

Competitors in the Eastern Division
Matches try to win individual honors.
CWO-3 R. G. Creen holds the rifle
record, ser in 1973, with a 597-46V. Capt
W. W. McMillan set the pistol record in
1961 with a 583-20X score.

The Elliott Trophy is the oldest award
in Marine Corps competition. The silver
loving cup was purchased by the officer
members of the 1909 and 1910 Marine
Corps Rifle Team. The trophy is named
for George F. Elliott, an advocate of
Marine Corps marksmanship, who serv-
ed as Commandant of the Corps from
1903 1o 1910. The Second Marine Divi-
sion holds the Eastern Division Record
which was sct in 1965: 1185-105V.,

The Wirgman Trophy, named after
LtCol Harold F. Wirgman, was placed in
competidon in 1926 for East Coast units
with complernents under 300. Today, the
strength of the unit must be'less than 600,
The Marine Air Detachment, Memphis,
Tenn., holds the record, set in 1964:
1163-80V,

The Edson Trophy Match, nared in
honor of Gen Merrit A, Edson, was
established in 1953, and is fired between
posts participaling in the Eastern Divi-
sion Marches. Edson, former leader of
the famous Edson Raiders, was a firing
member of the winning Marine Corps
National Trophy Rifle Tearn. He was a
distinguished rifle shoorer,

Al the time of his death, Edson was
serving as Executive Director of the Na-
tional Rifle Association,

The Marine Corps Base, Camp Le-
jeune, N.C., team wan the Edson Tro-
phy March in 1966 and establised the
record: 1145-32X.

Record holders in individual competi-
tion in the Western Division Matchus are,
with the rifle, WO E.D. Duncan,
596-52V, and with the pistol, who else

. but Olympic Gold Medalist Capt W. W,
McMillan, 584-22X,

A San Diego Team Trophy isawarded
10 the winning major West Coast post.
The trophy, consisting of z bronze Cali-
fornju bedr atop a redwood base, was
presented by civie organizations of San
Dicgo to the Marine-Corps, Team rifle
record holders, with a 1182-97V set in
1965, regresent Force Troops, Twenty-
nine Palms, Calif.

The Wharton Trophy was presented
to the Corps in 1918 by Mrs. Sara Whar-
ton Howard, grear granddaughter of an
early Marine Corps Commandant,
LtCol Franklin Wharton. The award is
presented (o the company having the best
Jualiffcation record with small arms on
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the West Coast. The record is held by the
Marine Corps Base tearn, Twentynine

Palms, Calif. Its members fired an -

1164-71V back in 1966.

The Western Division pistol team
match is named in honor of the 17th
Commandant, General Thomas Hol-
comb, who was a member of the first
Marine Corps competitive rifle team, He
became distinguished with the rifle in
1908. The record for the Holcomb Tro-
phy was sct in 1965 by the Weapons
Training Battalion, Marine Corps Re-
cruit Depor, San Diego, Calif., with a
1120-28X.

Individual record holders in Pacific
Division competition are, for the rifle,
CWO G. Connor, who in 1976 fired a
59243V, and GySgr J. L. Moore, who
set the pistol record in 1978 with a
568-16X.

The Pacific Division Rifle Team
March honors Lieutenant General Julian
C. Smich, an ardent shooting enthusiast.
Marine Aircraft Group 13 holds the
shooting record with 1167-96Y, set in
1964,

The Pacific Trophy, cstablished in
1961, is awarded in recognition of the
best pistol Leam in the Pacific Division
Matches. Service Battalion, Ist Marine
Brigade, set the record score in 1964;
1113-29X.

Far East Division individual record
holders are CWQ-3 L. C. Sergent with
the rifle (392-318V), and MSgt M. Falagan
(368-21X) with the pistol. .

The Far East Team award (rifle shoot-
ing) is the Lloyd Trophy, named after
Chict Marine Gunner Calvin A. Lloyd.
He became distinguished with the rifle in
1911. He alyo placed in the division and
Marine Corps matches and fired on the
first Marine Corps Team to win the Na-
tional Trophy.
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Lloyd set a world's record at Sea Girt,
N. J. One early evening, he proceeded 1o
fire 101 consccutive bulls at a 16-inch cir-
cular black target, 600 yards distant, He
quit when it got too dark to shoot. He
was still in the black,

Separatc Barttalions won the cvent in
1961 with an 1160-94V. That score has
not been topped.

The Shively Trophy, named in honor
of Col Morris Shively, who became
distinguished with the rifle in 1924, is
presented to the Far Eastern Division
pistol winners. From 1936 o 1938, Col
Shively assisted in developing a refine-
ment to the .45 barrel that bears his
name.

Record setters in the Shively Trophy
competition are Separate Battalions,
who in 1965 fired a 1078-21X.

Medals...badges.,.trophies. The
Marine Corps’ Comperition [n Arms
Program offers much to many. The
ultimate, however, is the realization that
ALL male Marines are riflemen first and
foremost. There's a small poster at the
Weapons Training Bartalion at Quan.
tico, Va., which fully explains the Marine
Corps’ shooting program....

The poster depicts a Marine in field
gear with an cxplanation:

“The Naked Truth!* the poster states.
“There has never been an enemy soldier
killed with:

A baskerball

A volleyball

A bowling ball

A tennis ball

A boxing glove

A baseball

A foouball

A golf ball

“This has always been the task of an
accomplished MARKSMAN!" F3
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